
The Kerulos Center 
for Animal Psychology and Trauma  Recovery 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Statement Prepared for The L.A. City Mayor and 
Councilmembers 
 
 
The proposed L.A. Zoo Pachyderm Forest will not save Billy 
from his plight, nor will the use of inaccurate science. As 
one example, the L.A. Zoo website quotes Dr. Jeff Bronstein 
saying that he “observed nothing that suggests that Billy 
is being kept in an inhuman manor (sic).” Dr. Bronstein may 
be an expert in Parkinson’s Disease and the molecular 
biology of movement disorders, however this does not apply 
to the psychophysiology of trauma. In light of what we know 
of Billy’s history, neuroscience, psychology, and ethology, 
Dr. Bronstein’s opinion is irrelevant. Billy’s head bobbing 
is consistent with severe mental and emotional distress 
documented in caged animals and imprisoned humans. 
Accurate, decades-long research and science ethically 
compels a decision to send Billy to sanctuary and close the 
L.A. Zoo elephant exhibit. 
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