John Lewis - Re: Urgent - Elephant Carrying Capaci

From: “Mike Keolo" SnNGNNG_—_—

To: < Tewis A

Date: 1072472004 T:48 AM

Sabject: Re: Urgent - Elephant Carrying Capacity Survey
Ll 3 "Faren Lewis”

bl e B

Jobm,

Please have it returned to me either by cmail or fax (3 03.226.0074). Thanks for your help with this.

Mike

e 1ol Lewic" < - () Oct 04 2:47: 17 TM >>>

Mike, Harry P weni ahead and sent me & copy of the survey. Thave
delivored it to staff and requasted it he comploted by tommorraw. Where
and how do yon want it sent once T have i?

John Lewas

soa Mike Kecle” <N 10/19/04 05:11PM >>3
Dear Jobm,

Ve have been trying desperalely to collect carTying capacity

infotration from holders of Asian and African clephants Tor over 8

weeks, We stili have a poar tamn ont from AZA facilitics and,
unfortunately, we need this information far a Papulation Madeling
Warkshop at the Population Management Center th Chicage beginming next
Monday. Our cfforts at developing a self-sustaining poputation of
elephants in North America will not be pessible withont the full
conpetation and collaboration of al) of our AZA holding facilitics.

Won't yon please halp ns by relurming eur carrying capacity survey?
Please contact Karen Tewas alw iT you neaed
another :

survey form or have questions.

Thank yew.
Miks

file//C ADocuments%20and%20Setlings\De faultLocal %203 ctiin gshTempvGW 00003 IT...
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AZA Elephant TAG/SSP
Space Survey — 2004

Facility:_____Los Angeles Zoo

Contact Person:_Jeff Briscoa [ndta e-mail change:jbriscoe@zoo.lacity.org)
Dater

# #
African ~ Asian
male 1
1.) Species and numbers currently housed,
female 1 1
male 1
2} What is your current maximum holding capacity?
" female 2 1
male 1
3.) What will your holding capacity be in 5 yaars?
femele 3+offspring
4.) Are you willing to house only males? Yes No
Comments NO
5.) Do you currently have an elephant restraint device (ERD)? Yes No
If no, do you plan to instalt one in the next 1yr. Zyr. 3yr. dyr. 5yr.7?

8.) Do you hold animals that you believe shouid not be transfarred? If so, please list each:

Animal name SB# Reason

Tara She is an older animal with arthritis and is very sensitive to changes

in her environment or management.

S8P Space Survey-2004 fint

Page 1




AZA Elephant TAG/SSP
Space Survey - 2004

7.} If you intend to breed your animals, will you be using natural breeding or Af?

Natural or Both Al Both

8.) Do you have spacs to house all offspring in perpetuity? Ong generation Yes No

. 9.} i you hold reproductively viable animals, is there any reason thay should not be
considered part of the SSP management plan? If 80, please list each: NA

Animal name SB# Reason

10.) The elephant TAG/SSP believes importation will be necessary to establish a sefi-

sustaining captive population. Is your facility willing to contribute to this effort and if so

hiow?

__Potentially yes for Asian animals

SaPSFA~]
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November 12, 2004

The Henorable Antonio Villaraigosa
Councilmember, Fourteenth Distriet

Dear Councilmember Villaraigosa:

Thank you for agrecing to meet with Zoo Commission President, Kimbérl}r Martean
Emerson and me about the elephant programs at the Log Angeles Zoo and Botanical
(ardens. Ihope you will find that the give and take from such a conversation will be
much more beneficial and informative for yon and your concems about the elephants,
However, since our meeting will not occur unitil mid-December I am responding here Lo
your questions from your last lelier, which can be used ag a starting point for our
discussion.

As to our plans for Ruby’s return there are no, and have ncver beén plans to put Ruby,
Gita and Tara together. Ruby and Tara will be housed in separate pens becausc they do
not gef along with each other whilc Giia will share time between the two cows and our
bull elephant, Billy, This is identical to the way the three cows were managed before
Ruby went to the Knoxville Zoo. Restraints are only nsed for short periods of timo to
protect Znokeepers when necessary during some proccdures. They are not used to
generally control eléphant movement suclh as avernight. The secondary clephant
facility has shade, heat and constantly fresh drinking water. The elephants there are
given daily showers and given baths several timea each week, The facility’s lay-out
provides ample room for the animals and they arc invelved in a regalar exereise
program.

During the construction of the new Pachyderm Forcst only Gita and Billy will be
available for public viewing. Ruby and Tara will not be viewablc as the secondary
elephant facility does not provide for public viewing. The Pachyderm Forest is funded
and should be completed late 2006 or carly 2007 along with a new gorilla habitat.
Although please know that the exhibit is being completed m sections so some of it will
be available to the elephants carlier than the completion date.

As to other Zoo projects, the Zoo’s new front enfry, which includes the Children’s
Discovery Center, admissions and entry plaza areas is nearly complete and should open
within the next month, The new sea lion exhibit at the front entey plaza is scheduled for
a spring 2003 completion. A new monkey exhibit in the middle zoo region will be
complete in ecarly 2006 and next week Zoo Stalf and Burean of Engineering Staff will
interview design firms for a new reptile and inseet building and tropical rainforest

Aceredited by the WMember of {he
Amntriczn Fow gl Colifornin Aszocintion
Aquariom Asnociation OF Zons ad Aqunriing



Councilmember Antonio Villaraigosa
November 12, 2004
Page 2

exhibits, We will not have an actual completion date for these last projects until the designers are
hired and the design is complete, but tentatively we have set 2008 as our target for completion.
There are definitely a Iot of great projects going on at the Zoo,

I hope the above answers your current questions and [ look forward to a greal discussion in
Deccmber about elephants and other questions you may have about Zoo operations,

Sincercly,

Zoo Director

ce: Nathalie Rayes, Deputy Chicf of Staff, Office of the Mayor
Councilmember Tom LaBongg, Fourth District
Kimberly Marteau, Zoo Commission President
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Oetober 12, 2004

Grreetchen Wiler, Vice Prosident

Dear Ms, Wyler:

Thank you for your earfiez letrer concaming Ruby, the elephant, Since we have a repulardy scheduled Antrmal
Wellare Commirttee mooting an Ot 21, 2004, which is lefore Rinbw's roturn 0 Loy Angeles, those ia not
nead to have anothet meéting to discnss her acdval. An update on Buby will be providad at that time.

T am aware of and appreciate your previoua contdbutions to the Zoo's development, T helieve that wll
informed, consimetiye dircourse can lead to program impravement, Tt it has to be honest disconrse eron
when we d:sagrec. Snl find it Parimulaﬂy tmul:-lmg in discussions aliont Ruhy that Fo chaage to ust
misinfarmation and inonenda serase facts to adsmoce youe pasition,

Some examples inelades afier 1 met with you petsonally, exhibit-sids to disenss the care of Billy the Asian bull
clepkaat and how he was being provided shade, enrichment and exercise, and weekly visits from Gira you
wrate io the Los Angeles Zoo Commission in Tune of this year axpressing your concern abhout Billg's Iack of
shade, lack of envichmieat and lack of contact with ather dephants. In that same letter you nsed a basclass
rnot to fnfer that our elephant cows were somehow heing sepaated from each other, which was not and i is
nat trae,

Mo in this most toceat lettet yon rak questions abount clophant management and ont secondacy clephant
encloante for which you alteady have the answess. 1 heliere it waa fo Apel 2004 after one of the Anfmal
Welfare committée meetings, you sad other membets of the Committee wers given a tour of the secondary
elephant heldiog, facility with elephants Gita and Tara in sesidence these, At that ime you saw the vardons
sulstrates, radiant heaters and wateding devices, etc, thatate available for the elephants, You also saw how
the Fa:llitg wras canatmrcied a0 that the cows conid have access to the entice Icility ot ean be vestricted th one
ot mote of the fonr cottals, Ve even made positive comments about the relazed state of Git and Tara.

T am raping these things simply to ask pou to be straight with me ‘and quit plaging what I perceive to bea
game of “goicha”. T think we can be of preater valus that way to each other and the antmals, evon when we
disagree. For nay pact [ will be farthright with yon as I continue to be concetned about the care and welfaze
of the clephants and all of the ather 1200 animals that reside at the Los Angeles Zoo, Thanks for your
mntmumg intereat, .

Sincerely, - -

OHNR, 1.
Foo Director

JRL{dmt

Co: Mayor James Hahn
Couneilman Tom LaBonge
Renee Woitzer
Zao Commissianars
Animal Welfare Committee members

Wamber of the
Califarnia Assoclation
Of Zooa nnd Aquariuins

Acoredited by fhe
American Zna atud
Aquerura Assoointion
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Oetaber 19, 2004

Jahn IR, Tewis

Zoo Directar

Los Angeles Zno

5333 Zoo Drive

Las Anpeles, CA 00127

Dear Mr, Lews,

Your October 12™ lotter was awaiting me upon my return from a most remarkable and enlightening weekend in
Pale Alto - a three-day event sponsored by the Wildlifo Conservation Matwork that brought tagether the heraes
of conzervatioh feain acound the glabe.  The soafarence was comprited of men end women dedicated to
protecting snow leopards, Andeaa cats, okapis, cheetahs and many others, but above all, the wild elephant, T had
an oppartunity to re-hond with Dr, Inin Dougtas-Hamilton and to find & nreat new friend in tho cateemed Cynthia
Moss of the Amboseli National Pack research project. Most importantly, the weekend expased me to 1he
complex needs of all elephants,

Az Vice President of the Hellyweod Office of The ITSUS {which has cight-million constituents), 7 am a conduit
for people scoking information about Ruby and Billy. Decause 1 have been associated with the LA Zoo for
many yaars, pesple coma to me with izsues - real or peroelved — shaut the zoo, 1 ragret that your latter implisd
hiave used “misinformation and innuendo vorsus facts to advance [my] positten™ It is the facts that have
mativated me throughant the Ruby saga for nearly two years. T doubt you will find-onie word T fiave written

‘about Ruby that was not hased on fact. Tt was the LA, Zoo that clearly misrepresented the reasons For Ruby’s

move, staling there is a breeding program in Knoxvilla (there is none); Ruby's serving as an auntie {impoassitle
withant babies) and that she would be happier with her own Kind {she is now 17 months without integration).
The zoo PR apin assured the public that thete was ao real bonding betwean Ruby and {hils and thus the
separation would not adversely affect either animal, The zoo continues (o refute the bonding even though wa
have videa Fooige clearly showing the affection betwaett the two clephants. Wanld yot like to sa2 that footage?
Misinformatan? Whose? You were nat there to see it yourself, =0 we believa you have been misinformed.

As e yonr reference to us haviag had'a meeting “exhibit-side to discuss the cars of {ho Astan bull Billy the
elephant,” there was no such lone meeting between us, T have hours of video taken over the summer
demonsirating that e had abselutely no shiade from the afternoon sun (the perimeter trees offered catly morning
and late altemaoon shade only), earichment and exercisc seems to be conlined to a game the keepers play which
involves thrawing out vegetables from different bam doors forcing Billy to walk back and farth. (Here ngain, the
word “exetcisa” typically means nice Inng walkal} A2 eor waelly visita from Gila; ves, T know about thoss
Salurday morning 2-1 hour visits - once a week! When one knows that for his entire adult life Billy had access
ta the zipht, #mell and zound of threo Female elephants; it's sad that ke is now reduced to 2 weckly visit from
Gila, Innuenda? Whose? Ohvinusiy, the zoo's definition of exercise and sacial contact differs from ours.

T April of 2004, you are cotrest that our Animal Welfare Committes was given a brief tour of the off-site
amimal Facility, At that time, T recal! seefng the water sprinklers (but no pond), [ do nol recall seeing heaters, but
if E had, 1 would wonder how that could protect them from winter winds through the open sides. No, [ did not
aee, Aa yau- lmplmd how the i"amlit:.r can “be cestrictad to tne 5t thore ot the fout corrals.” Wy would I7 At the
tirne, T Believed it was merely for Gita and Tara, wlio dld mdtx-.d seem relaxed, T hud rib great problem with what
I saw, hut [ thoupht it would be very short term. And now, with Ruby retuming and the complete Pachyderm
Forest on hefd, it dismays me greatly that this off-sité exhibit may be their homa for three or more years, Ttis
not adequate. Fact? Let's ask tho elophant oxpernts.



You asked meo ko be straight with von and quit playing a game of “gotcha,™ As a member of the Animal Welfare
Committee, T requested many meetings over the past months, seeking information about Roby's homecoming
and your plans for housing the three elephants, and T kave heéen repeatedly vebuffed, I have no time for pames,
and am insulted by the implication that T play them. Pleaze fmow that the matter of the L. A. Zoo elophants will
not end with Ruby’s return.  There are many of us who will centinue to b genuinely sencerned abont the
izolation of Billy and the sub-standard living conditions we balieve will be affarded Ruby, Gita and Tara. Being
8 member of your Committae and having exchanged thoughts with you, might 7 ask that in the future you pick up
4 phane ot drop me a note if you find me “shonting ta use misinfarmation and innuendo versus facts to adyance
my position.”

1 Wyler,
Presidont HSUS Hollywood Office

cC: Mayer James Elahn,
Countcilman Tom LaBonge,

Beneo Weilzer,
Zoo Commissionars

Antrmal Welfato Committes Members
Shalby Kaplan-Slean
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GRETCHEN WYLER
. Vite Fresiant September 23, 2004
BEVERLY KASKEY .
Drmctor Bear Mr. Lewis,
By now the annual AZA meeting hag ended, and 1 ean enly presume. that many decisions
;&x::gnn;:nnnn about zoo elephants have been debated and some sense of resolution has been established.
THatan Ecketaln As a momberof the L.A. Zoo Anima! Welfare Committee, T am writing to you to mqune
Lireta Ellnefica ahmll; }’Dlli’ plans fur Rub)f 5 rcturll since I am conccrlmd with hcl welfarc.
Wiliam Firkarzlem : ] ., ) ] . C ) ]
Rinkie Halml, Sr. '
Danris B, Kara I"veserved on the Cnmmtttee fr:lr ntar]}* f::ght years, Hnﬂ hope to continue, realizing that as
;;T':ﬂ':;:“““ an animal-rights advocatc there may be only a few positive changes I might ring about.
Eieer Ll But no matter how small the role, I have becn encouraged by the occasional "ﬂl_“ duiring
Enhcrl Ll my Llenire on the Commitiee. Three come to mind: the first, of course, was my role'in the
Dimmffnmm" Mahale Mountaing exhibit, which 15 even acknowledged by a little sign across from the
Shifta Hayine cxhibit; the second - as regards the snow leopard exhibit — Mr. Mollinedo acknowledged it
Gserge Page was my incessant “nagging” abount glass-covered exhibit which propelled him to move
Thamag €, Selammaclar . . . . : .
Arveld Shapha forward on a new display; the third - the Approved Sites List. When [ joined the
il Stalnam Commilttee, there were naarly {50 non-AZA zoos and s|t¢5 with which the zoo tradod,
. exchanged and sold animals, and it was calied the “Approved Breeders” List.” The name
e Leaue Tuperid was changed to “Approved Sites List™ in the [ate ‘90z, and siowly reduced to today's list.
Frartk van Zarnack which has perhaps only 40 sites deserving of animal transfers and dealings. | consider all
HoNoRARYBOARD  three of these projects worthy of my time and believe they timproved both quality of life for
£hristian Bats the animals and enhanced the L.A. Zoo as an institation.
KT Baanlregor ) .
Ed Beglay, Jr. ) ) .
o e When T leamed about Ruby’s move in Mov. "02, [ resolved to try to stop the move.- As we
ety and Plerc Brosnen—— both: kndw,; yoli-were not: around at that time, so you did not personally observe. their
fﬂ}f:”;:m" reldtionship aid -althioigh I'now know that kéepers and othets who were thefe Have told
Valma Harpar yOU that dur deschiption of their frignidahip has beén “oveistated” and "ovérplayed™- it has
‘:"ﬂi“ﬂ Malck not heen. T visited them nﬂcl :_thcy were seldom separated, touching and entwining trunks,
Pt throwing hay on each other—a‘jay to'békioldl! 1 wag dsaply saddencd that this relationship
Mantal Willams had been completely ignored in the plan siiggested by the AZA and SSP. I also found out
that there was no breeding program in Knoxville, and that their bull elephant was not
Qo e breeder-praven, so 1 hecame aware that the reason for sending Ruby away to somehow

help preserve the spocics was specious. That's history,

May I know what the plan is for her return? Since this does absolutely have (o do with the
welfare of Ruby, may T ask you to schedule a meeting of our Animal Welfare Commitiee
ASATP? Perhaps | do you an injustice, but I am not encouraged by the words you have put
forth on your “Update on Ruby the Elephant” paper.

RECEIVED

SEP 24 2004

LOS ANGELES 2
DIRECTORS DFFE:%




Y ou mention the open-air barn and yard, and off-cxhibit arca, “where Ruby, Gita and Tara
could live while a new elephant habitat was under construction.” That the Tacility
“axceeds the AZA minimum standards by 73%." That “she will have a covered space and
an outdoor yard where she can connect with the other elephants” — meaning Gita and Tara
— and the elephant keepers. Thal you slate the zoo “has adequate facilitios for her” That is
ali I know abouat The Plan. I have spoken to many elephant experts, who say this is NOT a
plan, sinee it does not even attempt to anticipate Hotential problers between Ruby and
Tara. Based on their bad history and the mere fact that the three girls were never housed
logether in the L.A, Zoo exhibit, why would anyone believe that if's going to be okay
now? We must all consider the warst-case-scenario, which conld become a PR, disaster.
1 attach a paper, which details thosc.

1 iook forward to your respanse as soon as possible since this is a matter of some urgency.

GWijt

CC \/Ma},-'nr James Hahn
""{Councilman Tom LaBonge
Shelby Kaplan-Sloan
vRene Waitzer
Wayne Pacelie, Prestdent of The Humane Society of the United States
Richard Farinato, HSUS Captive Wildlife Director
\/ Animal Welfare Comemittee: Madeline Bernstein
: Steve McMall
w/Znn Commissioners: Larkin Arnold
Kimberly Martcau
Caroiyna Bcyes
Betiy White Ludden
Karen B. Winnick



RUBY’'S HOMECOMING

How will Ruby be introduced? Does the plan include having a trained clephant behaviorist there? She
may be coming “home,” but she will be coming to a holding atea new to her, Having becorne “dominant™
in Knoxvitle, she may react differently to Gita. What introduction procedures will be established to
ensure a successful re-introduction to Gita, and by whom?

Will this_behaviarist be made aware of the "had blood” (a matter of histerical record) between Tara and
Ruby? What introduction procedures will be utilized to avoid a serfous altercation?

What are the exact dimensions of the ofi-site exhibit which is given to the tliree famals elephants?
According to your statement, it is 73% larger than the space required to meet AZA standards for
glephants, The AZA requirement &5 simply 1,800 square feet for the first clephant and 900 square feet for
each additional elephant. 73% increase of this size is 6,228 square feel. That is really small for these
three elephants 1o be housed until the completion of the Pachyderm Forest. As of this date, the project is

on hold, and ihe completion of it could be as many ag three years from now,

Will the tcmporary arca be sectioned off to scparate the cows from each other? If issues arise such as
medical or behavioral problems that necessitate separating these three, the space will be too small for
cach clephant. This would he a serfous consideration if Ruby has become as apgressive as has been stated

by Knoxville,

small arca, They could not get away from cach other if they chese to do so. It would seem likely that
tathers must be vuged, which would be inhumane given that teihers have not heen used on Tara, Gita and
Fuby since thie mid-'90s. This would be particolarly harmful to Tara given her arthritis. .

The lack of a pool in this area is troubling, since the elephants have enjoyed il so much in the past, What
will b the available waier source for the elephatus to allow them o bathe or cool themselyes?

Will the clephants have drinking water accessible to them at all Hmes in this holding arca? Water must be
continuvally available — what is the plan for that? Tt would be unfair fo deny water in such an arid, hot
climate as here in Los Angeles.

What is the substrate? Qbviously, since most elephant problems begin with their feet and iegs, natural
floor surfaces must be part of the enclosure. Assuming this is the case, the surface must be rototilled to
keep it soft, as in a small, heavily trafficked area such as this the surface will become hardened, in fact,
" comparabie to concrete. Here again, Tara's condition would be worsened.

How will the girls be kept wam during the cold spells? In their former barn, the floor was heated, as well
as the forced air heat, for protection and comfort. L.A. temperatures are not life-threatening for eleplants,
but it certainly can get uncomforiably cold.

The off-site exhibit has 2 sheltered area, but it makas no mention of an ehelagsed area for those rare,
bitterly chilling and windy nights that can occur in Griffith Park. These three eizphants are older and
atthritic enough without cold weather baing forced on them,



wgpnliin e et e Seekimg 0 Floe Thae Firs UEUT E

. washingtonpost.cam SR LY

CORRECTION TO THIS ARTICLE -
syt O Ik et wigaarreclly descrdind an arsal presseee e Califorme ar hooses ooy
af i cationrs Lap aras alapbond sensksnes The 10000 shaphianl e s part el o 7 500 e

A e A7

Secking a Home That Fits

Elephanis’ Case Highlights Limits of Zoos - .

By Mare Kaulman S
Washington ost Sl Wreiker
Tuesdiy, September 27, 2004 Page A

e

ROYAL QAK. Mich, - Step up, step down, Walk over the Ibgs going forward,

g0 over again zoing backwards.

Wanda the elephant is doing physical therapy to ease her arthnitis and joint
. pain, a serious condition For 2 2,300-pound ahimal and one commaon among

older alephants that spend long periods on concrete instend of the softer soil of
the wild.

Nearby. her longlime companion Winky is getting her fect cleaned and
seruBhedd in an effort to stave ofl infections, which are alsp common among zoo

elephants.

By any current standards, their nearly one-acre enclosure at the Detroit
Zoolagical Institute is an exemplary elephant display, filled with trees and
hanging balls and baskets of hay to play with. But Wanda and Winky are
nonetheless at the center of an unprecedented dispute within the zoo world.
touched off by the director's conclusion in May (hat it is inhumane to house two
Asian elephants in a northern zoo. The long winter keeps them cooped up
inside for months, he said, and makes them prone to serious physical and

emotional aillments.

That decision has led to months of conflict between the Detroit zoo and the

national zoo accrediting otganization: The zoo wants to send Winky and

Wanda to a warm-weather elephant sanctuary, but the zoo organization wants them to go (o another
northern zoo. The dispute could have major implications for the way zoos operate and provide for their
elephants, and for ihe future of elephants in many other zoos. Afready, the controversy ts being seen as a
defining moment in the broadening national debate over animal welfare and animal rights.

"We struagled for a long time (o come up with a plan for our elephanis that met their needs ina humane
way. but we ultimately coneluded it was impossible heve in Detroit.” said zoo Director Ron Kagan, o
longtime advocate of improving the welfare of zoo animals.

"We in the zoo world present ourselves to the public as advocates for our animals, and yel it hecame clear
that elephants in northern zoos don't get adequate lime outside because of the cold. and they sulfer
physically ard emotionally as a resull.” he said, adding thal the 700 now pays $1.000 a month for Wanda's
pain medications. "We realized we have to walk the talk. and that means sending thesc two wonderful
animals (o a place beller suited to them.” '

N 2w v s b e e 1 S 1T 2 200 Sep 0 e mpprin e Fpee Tof
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After coming to the difficult deciston to part with the elephants, Kagan thought he had a perlect solution,
Winky. 51. and Wanda. 46, would be sent to one of (wo warm-weather U.5. clephant sanchiaries - in
Southern California and in Tenncssee - where they cotld roam relatively freely year-round and spend
what Kagan called a "great retirement for two animals that have cxcited people for 50 years.”

But Kagan's announcement proved premature, Eardier this month; the American Zoo and Agquarium
Assaciation, which accredits most major ULS. zoos and controls the movement of endangered zoo animals
sueh as Asian elephants, reecommended thai the animals be sent instead to the zoo in Columbus. Ohio.

Rejecting Kagan's argument that clephants cannot be housed humancly in ngrthern zoos, AZA officials
conciuded that the two should be integrated into Columbus's "herd” of Tive clephants -- where they could
scrve as elderly "aunts” to a newborn male. Mike Keele of the Oregon Zoo, head of the association's
species survival program for Asian elephants, said sending the animals w cither of the two sanctuaries
would be inappropriaic because neither is accredited by the organization. He also said that some Asian
elephants appear to like being outside in the snow. , : .

“Every member of the herd in North America is imporiant to the survival of the herd.” Keele saidl. "We

helieve thal Winky and Wanda still have an imporiant rofe o play at the Columbus zoo i terms of the

soctal situation there, and so they should remain in the managed herd.” Unless the animals are declared
- "surplus,” he said, they cannot be sent to a sanctuary, and any zoo that does so risks sanction from 1he

AZA.

Pismayed. the Detroit zoo this week made the first formal appeal ever of an AZA elephant placement
decision. It is now marshaling supporters to try to convince the association that, when it comes to elephan
care, it's iime for change.

What zoo officials call the North American herd of Asian elephants numbers about 280 animals, with
about 150 in AZA facilities and others in circuses and smaller zoos. It is. by all accounts, a group thal
cannot sustain itself without the highly controversial addition of animals from the wild because it has «
disproportionate number of older [emales.

What's more. breeding in zoos has proven difficult, life expectancy is shorter than in the wild. and many
caplive clephants sway their heads back and forth in a stress reaction when in small spaces for fong periads
of time. In 2000, an African elephant named Nancy at the National Zoo in Washington was found to have
tuberculosis after it was euthanized...., . .. ..o . . cen C

[
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And then there are the fool and joint pioblems. which are widespread. In the wild, elephants walk as much
as 30 miles a day, and. movement kéeps. their feet and joints healthy. Tn many zoos -- and certainly most -,
circuses - elephants spend long hours standing still on eoneréte. As zoo feaders explain. however, ihe
alternatives may not be better; Many elephants are killed in the wild by poachers, and their habitat is

quickly vanishing.

The nation's two major elephant sanctuaries -~ a 100-acre clephant range in Californta that is part al a
2.300-acre preserve for formerly captive animals, and a 2,700 acre Facility in Tennessee -- have agreed
lake Wanda and Winky. Both offcr large open spaces and mild climates, and the California factlity even
has a massive hot tub far the elephants. Mowever, the sanctuaries, which are nonprofit organizations that
wake in abused and "surplus" animals, have not been embraced by the zao organization. in part because the
sanctuary-leaders have been quite critical of AZA guidelines and practices.

In the sancluaries, the animals are largely allowed to do as they choose. In adelition. keepers and the
animals never come into dircct contact. and keepers use onfy positive enforcement methods to encourage
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the animals to behave. In many zaos. etephant keepers still have direet aceess to the animals mside their
enclosures, a practice that requires some level of daminance and physical intimidation to train the arimals
and prowect the keepers,

One of Kagan's objections to moving Winky and Wanda 10 the Columbus zoo i5 thal Lthe facility --
acknowledged to be one of the nation's hest for elephants -- nonetheless uscs dominance echniques,

"“We just don't see how threatening or punishing an clephant can be ever okay.” Kagan said.

L
Gerald Borin. executive director of the Columbus Zoo and Aguarinm, acknowledged that is keepers do
enter the enclosure of one lemale elephant regularly. He said the keepers carry an ankus -- a short metal
staff with a sharp, curved end -- for protection, but almaost always work with the elephants USING positive
reinforcement, The hands-on approach inside the enclosure. he said, allowed keepers to help the elephant
with (he recent successful bink of a baby male. ‘-

Borin said his zoe asked for Wanda and Winky in order to create a [arger and more complex herd for the
highly soctal elephants. He said a Targe new indoor clephant enclosure aflows the animals 1o move about
even during the winter months. But he satd he was not opposed 10 sending some elephants to-sancluaries

"if that wotld cleaity be best for them."

¢
t

Detroit's action follows the San Francisco Zoo's decision earlier this year 1o send its 1wo clephants to &
sanctuary. That decision, also contested by the AZA. was prompied by accusations of inadequale Facilities
and care, not ethical considerations, but the coincidence means the "AZA is linding itself nol just trying to
contain a brushfire, but seeing the blaze break out all around the country.” snid Wayne Pacelle. presicent
of the Humane Sociely of the United States. The socicty strongly supports the Detrot! zoo's position, '

[n resisting calls to send Wanda and Winky to a sanctuary, the AZA is also trying to stave ofl difficuls
questions being raised about keeping any elephants in captivity -- questions that coudd casily nushroom
into a broader debate about rhinos or lons or other hig mammals,

Michael Hutchins. the associalion's conservation and science director, pointedly made the connection by
bringing up the Detroit zoo's large new polar bear display and noting that in the wild, the bears travel
extensively and never experience the summertime temperatures that occur in Deirort, "Using their logic,”
he said, "then polar bears:really shouldn’t be in Detroit, either.” :

Kagan says there is no comparisan between his zoo's polar bear display - which fenlures one hear
rescuad from a Mexjco circus and large pools of cold salt water with fish -- and (he clephants’ situation.

"By many indites, eléphinis just don't do very well in captivity.” he said. “They have more difficulty
adapling than most other animals, don't breed as well, and show signs of sress. This is a challenge that
zo00s nced (0 1alk about, and that the public needs to learn about, too.”

© 2004 The Washington Post Company
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1 John Lews - Ke: Elephanis C Aol

From: John Lewis

To: Bill Dryar

Date: 8{17/04 6:31PM
Subject: Re: Elephants
Bill,

Thanks for your note, Let me share some infarmation sbout Billy's care which will hopefully allay soma of
your gancerns. With the exception of the lime keepers are cleaning his stall, By has continual access tey
kis bam for shade, He choosas when ko go in and out and he uses It frequantly. Alsd, in the moming and
late alternoon Lhe exiibit has quite & bit of shads from the surrounding trees. Twice a day keepers
exarclse Billy and provide hirm wilh enrichment and {raining o that he is not alone or left without change in
his environment. And then, although male elephants frequently live alona in the wild, our cow elephant
Gita is walked to Billy's barn on Saturdays fora2.5to 3.5 hour visit, [f there are enough staff during the
week she somelimes makes mare than fust the Safurday visit.

Sa, in this case maybe you and | don'l see the same bacause you saw a point in time and | deal with 24(7
all year long. We are cancernad about his care, Just like you, and we work to assura hiz needs are mat.

John Lewis

»>> Bill Dyer «N™ 08/17/04 02:05PM >>>
" Director Lewla: | wanted to thank you for taking the meeting last week
with Chris and myself. After our mseting Chris and | went to vislt
Bifly. He has no shade at ali and whila the zoo i5 filled wilh
vegetation, he has not a blade of grass. The pecked earth might as well
he cemant. The exhibit whera be spends his days is completely barren.
He spends his days - and years - alone with no compahions - in an
uninteresting environment. Do you and | sea the same things? The
conditions that Billy endures are terrible. Can't the zao afford
some kind of shade far him, at least? | believe that zoo people do
not feel lhat animals have amolions of feelings, at least to the degree
that they are capable of suffering. Otherwisa Billy would not be
existing as he is. This is whal separate us. |f. 2005 weotdd trudy
provida for Ihese large mammals in 2 rasponsible way thal met thelr
“hiatoric nasds Mere would be no confifct. Bill Dyer,



Mt
wifdfife

amid eneiafing
thx Reerran
exporiane '

f.on Angofes fon
4131 Zan Cve

Tas Angrles
Califamin MELF
123465444200

Fax 323/062.0736
ml;p.:jj-.\.-mv.]:tznn.nrg

Japnes K. Mabw
BA

Tom [ aHonge
Coungid hMember

A Disiriet

Zad COammissinnees

Kimberly battean
regidenlt

Cataliog Reyes, b.0H
Vice Presldent

Larkin Amald

Betty Whils Lwdden
Karen B. Winnick
Rizhatd Lichiensiein

ox officio member

Jalin R Lesans
Zoo Dirgctnr

Am Fiqual
Employmicnt
Cipparmily
Affemative
v
Erplayer

July 30, 2004

“The Honorable Antonio Villaaigosa : -
Councilmember, Fourtcenth [Distrct

Diear Councilmember Villaealgosa:

Thank you for your letter regarding clephant management at the LLos Angeles Loo &
Botanical Gaedens. 1 appreéiate the apportunity to address your coneerns.

The Zoo has sufficient Facilities to house all of our clephants, including “Ruby”, curing
construciion of the Pachyderm Forest. Belore canstruction was stacted, and even hefore it
was decided to send “Ruby” to Knoxville, work hegan on an off-cxhibit elephant Eacility at
the Las Angeles Zoo. The tesulning Facility, which is now complete, exceeds the Ametican
Zoo and Aquarium Assocfaton’s minimum standards for theee elephant cows by 70%. [t
is oot cramped and provides ample room 10 house the three cows during construction of
Phase 1 of the Pachydetm Forest. Zoo Stall have been wotldng with ons elephant cows in
this facility for neatly one year now and ane constantly assessing irs fanctonality and
appropriatcnicss for the cows. We have even added a restraint chute so that all the
elephants, including “Tara”, can be examined and medically managed if necessary. [t
should be noted here that only Phase T of the Pachyderm Forest projects included eleplant
Faciliies. Phase T1 is for nther species, such as rhinoeetos and birds, to compliment the
glephants.

“Billy”, owr Asian bull elephaat, is housed at the elephant exhibit whete he has always beeh
kept. He is a healthy young male with na outstanding medical 1ssues. Consttuction of the
Pachyderm Forest is planned and sequenced se that he can be managed in our existing barn
and moved thiough the ontdaor yards as they are completed. Asian elephant bulls typically
live solitary lives. However, each Saturday hefore the Zoo opens, “Gita”, a fetmale Asfan
elephant, is walled 1o “Tilly’s™ harn for a 2.5-3.5 hour visit. They arc not in the same seall,
but in fhe same azea where they can communicate by sight, sound and smeil. Some weeks,
as staff allows, “Gitn’ makes more that one visit per weelk with “Billy”. 1n addifton, Bily s
exercised 2.3 times daily by the clephant staff, so he is not isolated from care givers ot
other elephants,
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Councilmember Antonio Vilka raigosa
July 30, 2004
Page Two

riuch worlk has aleandy been done on Phase [ of the Pachyderm Forest including partial demolitoe
of the former cow yards and re-ronting of ntility lines, Al the Tuly 29, 04 Zoo Bond Oversifhi
Comimittee meeting, BOT. was directed 1o proceed with lixing contractors far Anal demolidon and
landscape temovals to prepare for the new consttuction to come. Final schedules for completion
are yet to come, but Twill report them to you a5 soon as they are available.

Iand the LA Zioo staff are keenly aware of the public’s wnterast in the Zoo's elephant herd. 1 assuere
you that we are also just as keenty committed o the welfare of our clephants and all of the other
1,200 anitals residing here. _

E
Thanks again for your interest. §look forwatd to wotliag with you on clephants or any ather 7a0
velated issue about which you may have gquestions or concerns. [ would be happy ro personally onr
you or your staff 1o iliustrate any of the itemns and faciliies T have described above.

Sincerely,

TOUN R LEWIS

Zon Director .
JRIL/ dmit

cc: Nathalie Rayes, Deputy Chief of Staff, Office of the Mayar
Counciltnember Tom LaBonge, Fourth Distriet
Kimbertly Mattean, Zoo Commissinn President
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ANTONIO R, VILLARAIGOSA
COUNCILVMEMBER OF THE FoOuURTRENTH DISTRICTY
July21,2{}ﬂ4

John R, Lewis

General Manager

Los Angeles Zoo

5333 Zoo Brive

Los Angeles, CA 90027

Daar Mr. Lewis:

As one who was concemed about the Los Angeles Zoo's 2002 decision o transfer Ruby
the elephant ta Memphis, | am encouraged ta hear of the decision io bring her back ta
Los Angeles.

However, Ruby's impending return raises soma gusstions about the status of the Zan's
elephant herd and the facilities provided for them.

I am aware that Gita, Tara and Billy currently reside in cramped gquartars while awaiting
construction of phase one of the Pachyderm Forest. To the untrainad eye, it appears
that no construction activity currently s underway. What is the status of the phase one
project at this time? 1s there sufficient Proposition A funding to complete the project on
time and on budget? How does the Zoo propose to finance phase two? And, finally, is
there a contingency plan if completion of the Pachyderm Forest becomes infeaslble?

Because the current elephant facility is srmall and Bllly is being quartered in isolatlon
from Tara and Gia, what is the plan for housing Ruby upon her return? Wil she be

reunited with her lang-lime friend Gita? And what is being done to address Tara and
Billy's respective health problems?

] know you are aware that the Zoo's elephant herd is the subject of considerable publle
and media scrutiny. | believe the welfare of these majestic animals is one of the most
visible measures of how weall the Zoo ia doing its job. | [ook forward lo receiving a
subst@ptﬁgi response from you as s0on as possibie.

-

Very Truly Yours,

NT.ONI QLARAIGDSA

unciimember, 14" District
ARVIib

Cc: Hon. Tom La Bonge
Kimberly J. Marteau, President, Board of Zoo Commissicners



Johnlowe Ruby =

From: . Jobn Lewis

Tao: Reanee Weilzar
Date: Ti2004 4. 27FPM
Sybiect: Ry

Renes,

Following is some Infermation that should help you address questions from Gretehen Whlar about Roby
the alephant. :

A5 you know fram this mornings 28CC meeating a plan is in place to mave tha Middie Zoo gxhibits forward
again. Much work has already been danehowever, including partial demaolition of exhiblis {including the
elephant yards), re-routing of the utility ines and changes to pedestrian walkways to address ADA
accessibility. The yards used previously for the elephant cows can nat be used in their current state nor
can they easlly be restored for that purpose. Contracts should be awarded soon to compela the
landscape removal and structure demolition of the existing facitities in preparation for new construction.

There is a lot of work before us now as we prepare for Ruby's relumn. The Zoo will be focusing an the safe
return of Ruby; her safe reintroducilon to Gita; her safe sensory refntraduction to Tara; end her safe
reintroduction to the Los Angels Zoo staff and facilities. Public homecomings should not be considered
urttil @l of that is accomplished, Additonally, the holding facility was designed for elephant manageemant
and staff safety. 1t is a good, functional elephant facllity but it was not tlesigned for puilic viswing.
Therefore, we will have to vary carefully conslder whether there can be any general public access to Ruby
until the Pachyderm Forest is complsted, | would be happy ta show you the facility, if your haven't afready
agen it. Gretohen has seen it with Gita and Tara residing there,

| hopa this helps. As afways, let me know if you have additional questions or if | can help in any way.

John Lewis
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DATE: July B, 2004

Tk Board of Zon Commissionets
FROM: Jolun B, Lewis, Zoo Dirctar
SUB|CT: WYLER COMMUNICATION

Recently you weeived o cominunication from s, Gretehen Yiylee, VP, FISUS Hollywood €3 fics, teardling
clopilvants a¢ ather Ametican Zan & Aqaatium Association (AZMA) member zoos and elephant management Ae
the Los Anggles Zoo and Dotanieal Gardens. To that communicalion, her allegations allicit serinus ace foll of
misinfotmation mmd innuanda, Theelote, T hnaght it impeetant to share wath you she faces about the maues
ancd o prageum so shat yon are accurrely infarned.

The Detroit Zoo has decided to eliminate clephants from theie crllection Bor a watiety of rensons that ate
importact and relevant fo the Detroit Zoo. They ate el within eheit dght to do that, Deerair Zoo Direckns,
Ron Wagan and the Deteoit Zan are wothing with the AZAs Blephant Species Sureneal Tlan (35T to find a
qew hame of bomes Foe the mee elephants ancecay living ar the [Fetroit Zoo. 3ne of the clephants actwally
hebongs to peather A2 A member won, &0 they are invalsed as wrll. Tt las not been decided yet -whether dhey
will _|_'_{r_.1. o a saneluaey o anelber AZsA member zoo.

The San Francizen Foo simauen is vorp different, The xano theoe is being forced Ty the San Franciecn Doard
of Suprrvisors, wha is not listed a5 the zoo's poverning mwhority, to eliminare their eieptunt exhilit and place
theit clephanls in @ sanctuary, The issus o San Feaacisco is net abont whethsr they can eliminate dheir
eleplyant progeam bt the process for placing animals that are patt of the kargee AZA 3T poprdation.
hlember zoos agren to alide hy S50 decisions s prast of their A Accretitaion o help tnsre she ntegriey
of gur population progoams. gnodog at pledye affects every AZ:4 membier mstiaation herleliog that
pattieular species not just the single natination in question, That is the jssuc in San Prancisco, A2
resprmse is nat shocking It te he fully expected. | have aitached a pross relense from the AZA that rxplains
the Assoeirtion’s coneerns, Tinatly, the AZA lias no authoricy aver its membhet matintions except that which
is caded 1o it by those member institations,

The comments [eom bs. Wler abont eur otale elephint are particalacly 1rouling beeanse they are nacentate
andd mistopresenled and hecnnse she and T have talkeek aboat these very dssues sevoral times during which she

was given the same infoemalion Tam abom 1o thare with you. She cithet doesn't nncdesstand whit she s told

nir reluges fn aceept it as refiable faceurate informaiina.

Ciar male elephant, Billy is koused alene at the elephant exhibit and will b cdaring the rencasatinas of that
exhibit, blabos are mare solitary lay mainge than females, A fack thal is acknowledged D e ol s, Wyler's
tenated experis, Cacnl TPrackley, 116 recent arfcde in the Lelroit Mows where she said, “They |clephants] ane
wery sncial animals who do nog generally like to live alone, unless they are males: " (The rese af the quote (s
alout dier)

Eliraeven, ovety saturglay i Hring, lefire e o oqes, fermle, Coa 1 walleed ot elephmt exbilar 1o
spenel 2.5 b 3.5 howrs in the: Laarmy wath 3y, They are no in the saoe swll, but the same aren whiere they can
crmmnnicate Iy sieht, sonnd and smell. Snme weeks, assafl allows, £hita makees some than oo visit i Bl
Bedure 1he 2o npeos i he public, Uhis bas heen gring on wonsisignly since the Fenales were mived far
e cemsreeetion, 1 addiiman, Bille is exermsed by eeaff 2.3 fimes cach dav, which incldes enrichment., anf
las ol leagt eae imatng sesson each day, s e is not alone sathout e gvers o imher clephint:,
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Lilly has access to shade. With the exceprien nf the Hme when elephaat kecpers are eleaning bis stall 1he bat deor is
apen s thas he has freo acenss t the bam for shade of ather reeread when he ehooses, Fleplants do net have o he
shaded, e muse have aecess to shade. He does,

Rilky does kel his head at fimes but it ts the opinton oF oo clephant staff that this is a comforr hehavior foe him, (W14
t10%, our antmal behavietist, has been monitoling him and nue other cleplnls for years. This has continued thrrongh
Ruby’s depareuse and the mlocaten of the lemales fo the eonstonctinn, Tueng the kst fonr yerrs the males haad
hobbing behavior has achaally declined in frequency, net heerume worss as wa Wiler implics,

The rimots about nur Female elephants (3l and Tara heing separatec are just that, rumor. They are not seprataled
except when Gita s walled or when Iecpets dee working tliveetly with Geitta as Tara con only be wodked in proiected
contact. T use et mmor 1o amplify Ms. Wyler's soncenns abont Ruby, oo clephant in IKnoxville, 15 distagenuous,
Mer assertinns that AZA Rlephant Standards ¥2.2.2 and 2.2.3 ate heing winlaterd aro totally ofF the mack as thnse
standards weee designed ro make sure clephmits baing introtneed can he prarected from each oiher if necessary. Mot
ey thesee stancacds some nstibations ad o way o sepaeate wimels 3 Ihers were disagreements. A i relites 1n
Standard #2.2.4 Ruby does interack wth 1he other clephmits at Fnoxville, pm‘TicuInrl}-‘ with the miale, ancd sbe has access
10y the outclanr yards on a repgular basis for exercise,

Such rumormangering on ba, Wyler's pare, T haheve now, is indicative of her skyle ta affect issnes walh aasiths, maors
ancl misinlormation veesas Faota, This is unfoctmate Decanze T Teliewe in i heneficial to hawe consimietse, conteacy
voices tnthe communiny ohserving public instimtinns. Bur thnse voiees have to he teastworthy and creclitsle.

[ hope the ahove informatian gives you a holter persfective on rhese i5sues and aflegations. The clephane manapement
at the [os Angeles Zon is designed ra seeve the welfare ol e amimals anel safeey of the staf and visiting pubtic. The
progoam is based on the intrinsic nesds of the clephunts.
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DATE: JUNE 11, 2004

TO: MEMBERS OF TIE L.A. 200 BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

FROM: GRETCHEMN WYLER, V.P. HSUS HOLLYWOOD DFFICE{;

[ had hoped to ask for an Agenda item and present this paper in persor, but
my schedule did not permit,

Perhaps each one of you is awarc of the bold move announced by Roger
Kagan, Dircetor of the Detroit Zoo, via the Assaciated Press over two
weels ago. After much defiheration with his Board and consideration of his
actions, he decided that the Detroit Zoo will become the nation’s first major
animal facilily to refease its elephanis to a sanctuary solcly on ethical
grounds. Detroit’s pne-aere enclosure (s aboul i6 times larger than what
the AZA standards require but, as Kagan said, “people’s traditional
expectation of zoos is that they sec lions and tigers and clephants, but 1t's
also their expectation that an animal has a good life. Elephants are the only
animals at the zoo for which there iz a preat disparity between what they
need and what we can provide.”

h a similar mave the San Francisco Zoa, following the recenl deakhs of two
of its elephants {including wonderful Calle wha, a few years ago, was
loaned to the S.F. Zoo when Manuel Mollinedo hastily decided she was
“dangerous” after she injured a keeper) is in negotiations with the Board of
Supervisors regarding closing its exhibit and sending its two remaining
elephants to the PAWS Sanctuary, which provides over 100 acres for the
elephants to roam frec, & 20,000 square fool barn, and even boasts a Incuzzi
for arthritic elephants! As you know. Mollinedo is the new Dircctor of
that zoo, and he i& being put in a very difficult position, since the city
autherities contend that they have the authoriry aver a city-funded facility.
Sydney Butler, AZA Executive Divector, is qunted as saying, “the conflict
could result in the foss of accreditation for the zoo, and potentially [result
in] an ethics charge,”

The response from the AZA has been sheeking, [ enclose paperwork and !
hope you will wanl to review &, 16 is clear o anyone that lhe AZA I8 nol
mtercsted in the wellate of these two ndividual animals, but 15 responding
with arcogance and outrage that its position af authority is bewg
questioned.  Owver the vears, the AZA has prided igrelf that zoos it hay
accredited are congiderad superior Lo other nos. thanks o the AZATS high
standards.



Which brings me to the real reason for this paper — my very real concems for the
welfare of Billy. [ would like to believe that none of you has visited Billy ant a hot
swnmer afternoon. | go ofter, and on my last visit, | vowed to put may anger i
writing to the Commissioners. [ {now) know that the Board has absolutely no say m
the disposition or acquisition of animals, bt surely the Board musl have a say i the
welfare of ils captive animals.

Rilly is now completely alone, without sensory cotmection to Lhe females with whom
he has had contact with throughout his life. VIOLATION OF AZA STANDARD
#2.2.5: “Adult males six years and above may be housed along, but not in complete
isolation. Opportunities for taciile, olfactory, vision and/or auditory interaction with
other elephants must be provided” There is no shaded area in his enclosure,
VIOLATION OF AZA STANDARD #t.1.2: “While outdoors, all elephants must
have access to shade during daylight hours in temperatures above 80 degrees when
they are exposcd to direct sunlight.” For 37 minutes, clocked Billy who, backed up
to the fence, and standing in his own feces, hobbed his head up and down unceasingly.
It was devastating to sec. There was no signage fhat might have said, My name is Billy
und I'm a ninclecn-year-old Asian bull elephamt who arrived here when I was four
years-old. With such signage, tbhe public would at least know his sex and species.

There was no browse in the enclosure. No behavioral enrichment cxcept a lone tire
hung high on & cable, The reaction of the visitors was awful. Everyone was asking,
“Ig she trying to throw up?” or “What's wrong with him?™ Billy appeared 10 have a
swollen abdomen on his left side.  People asked, “Is she pregnant?’ Mo one liked
what they saw. Most people remarked about his hehavior and seemed uncomfertable
with it. I{ardly educational, and definiiely no fun to see. Most people Jeft quickly.

May | request that the members of the Commission go and see for themselves? With
the recent questions being raised about elephants being held captive, 15 onc to think
that Billy’s miscrable situation is a good advertusement for clephants at the 1A Zoo?
I think not. Based on Lhe suppart the public has demonstrated for the Detroit and
San Francizen Zoos' elephants hetng sent to sanctuaries, it would seem that they have
become highly sensitive 1o the needs of these animals. The public is watching,

There is also a rumor that Gita and Tara have had Lo be separated with a bartier
hetween them.  U's just a mumor, but Tow truly worrisome to realize that all four of
the L.A. Zono elephanis may now be suflering emotionally, After one year, Ruby s
still not integrated.  OTHER VIOLATIONS OF AZA STANDIARDS: #2322
“Ipsritutions musl have the ability o manage social compattbility as well as
deminanee and aggression ansong un elephant uronp.” #2.2.3: “Tnstilulinns mnst nave
the ability o manage miroeductions and separadons ol & new female o o herd”
427 4 “Tastiations nil provide an apportumly for gaeh clethant in exercise and
inleract socially with other eiephants.” 5o much lor stangdards!

As o member of the Animal Welfive Conmmttee, O believe it s my duiy 1o hring this
matler to the atlention of & Soard that coutd aileviate the suifening of ane of itk
antmals, | hope the Board feels thak il is s duly.
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Hi Mitch,

{ am ceing our Curator of Research about the gerenuk serum. You need to fili out a form
that wc review at our Animal Management mmesting, Cathy, can you send 1t to Mitch {head
vct at Portland, re: some lab analyses on gerenuk banked serum). Bob Bames, our regisirar
iz the gevenuk studbook holder so that would invelve him in the process 0o which would be
great.

Oh, that "when wotld be good guestion”! I'm doing the March schedule today so ask me
again next week! What's the egg updale thete? Have the birds thawed oul yot?! 2}

Cynthia

>>2 "Mitch Finnegan” <SG, (2/26/04 04:26PM >
1 may actuatly be ahls to plan another trip down thers, When would be a good time?

By the way - would vou mind if T pilfered some banked gerenuk serum while I was there?

- biteh

W 32/24404 11 Z2AM i
(323} §44-4207 Goqgd juckd

==z "Cymthia Stringfield”
wenniE MeNary,

' sorry [ haven't written pack about the condors vel. | oo remembered later we ware supposed to

tail aRleks and didn't but [ thought, oh. we can have you come visit again next vear| How |3 it
going? Can vou came visit again? We shoutd dedicate some real tima to it singe it is complicaled
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(unless you have done egg x-rays, interventions, ete, before which 1 had not, it was all kind of cutting
edge when we started 1 ink. We did a |ab at zoovels a few years back an it 50 | do have all the CE
stuff but you should taok at x-rays, have your incubation people lalk to ours, ete.}. Itls VERY
rewarding Ihough! What do you think? Hope things are gofng well there, Cynthia

=== "IMitch Finnegan" m 022004 06 46PM ===

Hey Cynthia - | hope alf is well with you . Our curakor is coming around te the idea of borrowing Billy
while you guys are renovating the elephant exhibit, Do you know who he should talk to to at your
place see if there is a possibility of doing this?

Thanks - Mitch

Caihleen R. Cox, Ph.D,

Los Angeles Zoo

5333 Zoo Drivs

Los Anpelcs, CA 50027-1451

{323) 6d4-4204 phane

(323) 662-9786 FAX
AR
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