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Greenville Zoo

General Overview -


The Greenville Zoo houses one 32 year old female African elephant named Joni. The zoo tried to integrate a second female companion named Brittanie but were never able to successfully introduce the two females due to behavioral problems including aggression between the two elephants, aggression towards keepers and towards the public as well.. Brittanie was shipped out and the zoo has been requesting the studbook coordinators  find another match for Joni, however due to a lack of space and adequate holding the AZA has been reluctant to allow the zoo to house a second animal again and the zoo seems reluctant to find a home for their only remaining elephant. AZA has also denied accrediting this zoo’s elephant program at this time. The zoo claims they have renovated holding space to allow adequate room but they have no place to separate the animals if necessary, their restraining device is only in partial working order and has no actual restraint mechanism on it, and they are not equipped to provide full protected contact. The animal is still chained at night, the staff continue to use bull hooks, and certain staff members are still allowed to work “free contact”. The holding area was renovated in the late 90's and soon will not (or may not already) meet AZA minimum requirements for housing this species. Portions of documents provided from their correspondence with AZA have been blacked out or obviously covered over with sheets of paper before they were copied to IDA.

Management Style -


The zoo claims to be on board with AZA elephant management techniques, however AZA members sent to determine if the zoo qualifies state they have concerns for animal and staff safety. The zoo still allows certain staff members free contact and require all staff members to have a bull hook present at all times when working with Joni. It also appears that they are continuing to chain her at night.

Individual’s Summaries - 

Joni
Accession# 880002

Estimate birth date January 12th, 1970

Estimate age 33 years

No information on Dam/Sire provided

No information on acquisition provided

Medical records scant and difficult to read due to quality of copies

Jun - Jul  04 - Several clinical notes mentioning Koppertox applied to cracks in center nail bed on left hind foot

Aug 04 - crack in hind nail reappears

Sept 04 - ½ inch hole found in left hind pad below nail had to open up foot to drain it out continuing to treat with Koppertox

Sept 04 - outer nail on right hind foot becomes a problem as well also treated Koppertox

* this treatment of feet becomes treatment of all nails and continues throughout remainder of records with numerous mentions of cracked nail beds

November 8th 04 - begin winter application of Aquaphor ointment applied to ears to prevent bleeding and chapping from the cold.

Feb 05 - necrotic tissue removed from right hind inside nail and mention of crack returning on left hind nail as well. More necrotic tissue removed from front left foot pad on 22nd of Feb as well.

There are no records provided that indicate any Rx or prescription drugs used on this animal other then the topical medications listed above.

*See Denial of Accreditation File for attachment AC - 21 2003 AZA accreditation Application for numerous instances of aggression and behavioral problems documented during attempted introduction with Brittanie from 99-02 when Brittanie was sent out to another institution.

Brittanie
Accession # 99A026

Estimated birth date October 4th, 1981

Est. Age 24Y

No provided information on Dam/Sire

Brief reference to acquisition from a circus

Sold to Milwaukee County Zoo from Greenville June 2000

No records of anything other then routine exams through 2000 in medical records

* See Denial of Accreditation File for Attachment AC - 21 2003 AZA accreditation application for numerous references to aggression and behavioral problems noted between these two elephants during attempted introductions. 

Jun 00 - immobilization with Xylazene and Acepromazine in order to obtain enough blood for pre-shipment tests. Animal refusing to hold still for keepers to draw blood without anaesthesia.

