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Chaffee Zoo in Fresno

General Overview -


The Chaffee Zoo houses two female Asian Elephants named Shaunzi and Kara. Only a small portion of their medical records summaries were provided. There is mention of Shaunzi being treated for joint stiffness and also having a history of problems with polyps on her vulva and discharge from her vaginal area. The exhibit has a 38,000 gallon pool with a waterfall and a 1/4 acre contour land space wit dirt substrate apart from the concrete apron by the pool. They also have two smaller stalls (14' by 28') and one larger stall (28' by 28') indoors. Due to mild weather the animals have access to outdoors overnight almost all year round with only a few days of cold weather confining them to the indoor space. The exhibit has a tree ring and a perimeter wall provides  rubbing sources for them and the zoo has a fairly detailed enrichment and training program in place.

Management Style -

The Chaffee Zoo practices protected contact and states that no staff member should be in the exhibit with the elephants at any time. There are protocols in place, however, for visitors getting into the exhibit with them as they state that visitors have climbed over barriers and entered the exhibit in the past. Staff members carry pepper spray at all times in case they have to try and save a visitor from an attacking animal. 



Individual Summaries - 

MEDICAL RECORDS PROVIDED INCOMPLETE

Shaunzi
Accession # 1431

Estimated birth date April 28th, 1971

Dec 00 - Broke off tusk below the gum line while wrestling with Kara to get into tunnel.
June 01 - Animal has history of vaginal polyps. One has grown larger and has stringy substance hanging from it.

Oct 03 - Passing white, creamy material from her vulva. Mention that she has a history fo this as well.

Oct 04 - Broke large piece of upper left front molar.

Dec 04 - Started her on Recovery to treat for joint stiffness.

RX
Dec.13.04 - Recovery 4 scoops PO SID 

Kara

Accession # 1432

Estimated Date of Birth April 27, 1977

Feb 00 - Loud raspy breathing noises in trunk especially during inspiration. After several days problem treated with Benedryl. Culture results 1 + growth of Pseudomonas sp., Enterobactor sp., and Klebsiella pneumoniae. Problem persists through the month. Monocyte elevated on blood tests mid month. Switched to Tribrisson and Ibuprofen or added them on the 22nd as problem persisting and animal has started open mouth breathing.

Mar 00 - discontinued medicine but animal is still wheezing.

Apr 00 - mention fo shark cartilage being given for carpal stiffness. Asked to switch medicine to something more environmentally friendly/ Changed to MethylSulfonylMethane at this time.

Jul 00 - switched to Flexeze for stiff joints

Jul 01 - Some mention of strange bending of legs and tipping forward like she was going to fall over or collapse. Issue happens when confined to stall and resolves once let out into yard with dirt substrate. Keepers think behavioral but may be due to pain from concrete. Same time as this entry they also switch her back to shark cartilage because her Right leg is more stiff and seems enlarged at the carpus area.

Aug 01 - breathing heavy and acting like abdominal cramping. Given Ibuprofen and she returned to normal behavior for remainder of day.

Jan 02 - Continues having strange breathing episodes coupled with posturing to stretch legs and appearing to want to sit or lay down in stall that resolves itself as soon as she is let out into the yard. Stretching back and bending her legs to lower abdomen to ground. Sounds like she is taking weight of front legs or trying to.

Feb 03 - Passing globs of white mucous in her urine. Strange unidentified cells found in it that vet could not ID. Also joint medicine switched to Aniflex from Grandflex which is noted to not have been working although I see no notes from when it was started. Then started on Ibuprofen as needed for pain later in the month as she was noted as getting stiff in legs and hips after foot work.

May 03 - Moving slowly and acting as if sore. Went off Ibuprofen but highly favors right front leg and so returned back onto it.

Jul 03 - caught tip of trunk in closing hydraulic door and cut it severely

Jan 04 - decided to switch to Recovery from Aniflex for joint stiffness.

Jun 04 - keepers don’t feel recovery is working.

RX for Kara 

Feb 13th 00 -Benedryle 2000 mg PO for wheezing from 13th -24

Feb 22nd 00 -Tribrissen 960 60 tabs PO BID x 10 days


        Ibuprophen 800 mg 4 tabs PO BID x 5 days

Jul. 3. 00 - Flexese 4 oz for 5 days then 2 oz daily until further notice

April. 13. 00 - MethylSulfonylMethane (MSM) 4 tabs PO BID for a month and evaluate.

Jul. 8 .01 - Returned to Shark Cartilage for stiff joint and carpus swelling in right front leg.15 gm PO BID until further notice.

Aug. 30. 01 - Ibuprofen 3200 mg PO

Feb. 11. 03 - Aniflex 2 oz daily (since Grandflex has not been working?)

Feb. 23. 03 - Ibuprofen 800 mg 3-4 tabs PO BID as needed for pain

Jul.18.03 - Given Torbutrol 100 mg in am and 90 mg in pm for trunk cut

Jan.18.04 - switch to Recovery EQ 48 gms PO SID from Aniflex for joint stiffness.

