
“These animals
are important 
ambassadors

for wildlife 
conservation.” 
– Kristin Vehrs, Executive

Director, Association of 
Zoos and Aquariums

Elephant show at AZA-accredited Six Flags Discovery Kingdom
In Defense
of Animals

D
id

you
know

...
•

A
ZA

standards
allow

zoos
to

cram
tw

o
7,000-10,000

pound
elephants

into
an

outdoor
enclosure

the
size

ofa
tennis

courtand
an

indoor
space

the
size

ofa
handballcourt.

•
A

ZA
s tandards

do
notprohibitthe

use
ofchains,bullhooks,and

electric
shock

in
the

handling
ofelephants.

•
A

ZA
standards

allow
zoos

to
separate

three-year
old

elephants
from

their
m

others.(In
the

w
ild,elephants

nurse
for

four
years;fem

ales
stay

w
ith

their
m

others
for

life,and
m

ales
rem

ain
w

ith
the

herd
w

ellinto
their

teens).

•
A

ZA
accredits

facilities
like

Six
Flags

D
iscovery

K
ingdom

(see
cover)

thatgive
elephantrides

and
presentcircus-style

show
s.

•
Elephants

are
the

only
species

in
zoos

to
be

routinely
chained

(or
habituated

to
chaining)and

m
anaged

through
force,physicalpunishm

ent,
and

use
ofthe

bullhook.

•
O

v er
60

percentofzoo
elephants

have
footdisease

and
nearly

halfhave
arthritis;these

painfulconditions
are

the
leading

cause
ofeuthanasia.

•
O

fthe
56

elephants
w

ho
died

in
A

ZA
-accredited

facilities
since

2000,few
er

than
halfreached

their
40th

birthday;in
contrast,an

elephant’s
natural

lifespan
is

60-70
years.

•
Itis

atl eas t50
tim

es
m

ore
expensive

to
m

aintain
elephants

in
zoos

than
to

protectequivalentnum
bers

ofelephants
in

the
w

ild.

•
Zoos

w
illspend

in
excess

of$
200

m
illion

on
elephantexhibitrenovations

thatstillw
illnotprovide

nearly
enough

space
to

accom
m

odate
the

needs
ofearth’s

largestland
m

am
m

al.

D
on’tyou

think
zoos

c an
do

better?

w
w

w
.helpelephantsinzoos.org

The
A

ssociation
ofZoos

and
A

quarium
s

(A
ZA

)claim
s

elephants
in

zoos
are

am
bassadors

for
conservation,

butA
ZA

standards
allow

them
to

be
treated

m
ore

like
P

O
W

’s
than

diplom
ats.


